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TO: 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Bridgwater 
Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in 'presenting  my  Third  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  of  the  Borough.  The  report  is  in  the  same 
abbreviated  form  as  its  predecessors. 

The  vital  statistics  show  little  change  on  the 
previous  years’  figures. 


For  comparison  I show  the  more  important  vital 
statistics,  with  those  'fbr  148  smaller  towns  (Resident 
Population  25,000  - 50,000  at  1931  oensus)  as  provided  by 
t he  Registrar  General. 


Bridgwater  148  Smaller  Towns 


Birth  Rate  20.89  18.0 

Death  Rate  13.19  11.6 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  .30.00  30.00 

I wish  to  . thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee  for  their  support,  Mr.  Lean  and  his  assistants 
for  their  excellent  cooperation,  and  the  Heads  of  other 
Departments  for  their  assistance  during  the  year. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
R.  H.  WATSON. 
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STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1949 


Area  (acres)  lj893 

Population  (Registrar  GreneralTs  estimate)  . u.i.  22, ‘ 360 

Ho.  of  inhabited  houses  on  31st ' Pec  ember,  1949  5,866 


Rateable  value  on  31st  Pec  ember, 

1949 

• 

£13  0,821 

Sum  represented  by  a Id*  rate  on 

31st 

Pec  ember, 

1949  £ 526 

Comparability  Factor 

0*97 

Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total  :'> 

Legitimate 

236 

214 

450 

Illegitimate 

11 

6 • 

17 

« ■ • 

247 

220 

467 

« ■ • 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  20*89 


Still  Births  » , # .*•  •••  •••  •••  • • • • • 11 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  & still)  births  23*01 

Peath  Rate  ' - Total,  number  of  deaths  ....  ...  ..*295 

Rate  per  1,  000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  13*19 

Pu  er p oral  .Pea  t hs  - • 

,nl1  H * 

A ' Peaths  Rate  per  1,000 

— : — BT&hi 

From  Puerperal  Sepsis  1 2*09 

.From  other  maternal  pauses  - . : 

Infantile  Mortality  (Peaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age) 

Legit ima t e • • • ...  • • • • • • •••  •*•  14. 

’ 111  egitimate  •••  •••  •••  •••  • • • -* 

* 14 


Rate  of  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births  30*00 
Rate  for  all  legitimate  infants  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births  * 31*11* 

Rate  for  all  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births 


Other  Peaths 

Peaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) •••  37 

Peaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 1 

Peaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  •••  1 
Peaths  from  Piarrhoea  (under  2 yours  of  age)  p 
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Causes  of  Death  during  1949 


Caus  e of  Death 

M 

? 

Total 

All  oauses 

[131 

L 

164 

295 

1.  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

1 

*-* 

mm 

2.  Cer ebro-spinal  fever 

- 

- 

3.  Scarlet  Fever 

1 

— 

Jm 

4*  ’.Tho oping  Cough 

- 

- 

5.  Diphtheria 

' - 

- 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 

4 

4 

8 

7.  Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

im 

— 

— 

8.  Syphilitic  diseases 

m 

1 

1 

9*  Influenza 

1 

2 

3 

10.  Measles 

*mi 

M 

11.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis 

- 

— 

— 

12.  Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis 

— 

13.  Cancer  of  buccal  cavity,  Oesophagus  (m)  Uterus  (f' 

2 

2 

4 

14 ’Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

3 

6 

15.  Cancer  of  breast 

»-* 

5 

5 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

8 

14 

22 

17.  Diabetes 

1 

2 

3 

18.  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

10 

19 

29 

19.  Heart  disease 

39 

65 

104 

20.  Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system 

9 

2 

11 

21.  Bronchitis 

5 

6 

11 

22.  Pneumonia 

4 

3 

7 

23.  Other  respiratory  diseases 

3 

3 

6 

24.  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

2 

2 

4 

25.  Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

1 

1 

26.  Appendicitis 

— 

1 

1 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases 

2 

1 

3 

28.  Nephritis 

2 

4 

6 

29.  Puerperal  and  post  abortion  sepsis 

im 

1 

1 

30.  Other  maternal  causes 

Ml 

mm 

31.  Premature  birth 

3 

2 

5 

32.  Congenital  malformation,  birth  injuries  etc. 

6 

2 

8 

33.  Suicide 

2 

2 

34.  Road  Traffic  Accidents 

5 

mm 

5 

35.  Other  Violent  causes 

7 

3 

10 

36.  All  other  causes 

12 

17 

29 

I 

EREVELENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 

CONTAGIOUS  DISUSES 


Tho  following  table  sets  out  the  eases  of  notifiable 
diseases  that . occur red  in  the  Borough  during  1949.  The 
table  is  drawn  up  after  making  the  necessary  amendments  to 
the  original  notif ications  owing  to  the  corrections  in 
diagnosis  by  either  the  practitioners  or  the  Medical  Officers 
at  the  Isolation  Hospitals. 


Diseases 


Total  No.  of  Cases 


Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles.,; 

Acute  Pneumonia 
Erysipelas 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 


22 

12 

251 

5 

5 

3 


298 


Apart  fr 
•there  was  a very  1 
j 2 0 of  th e 22  casts 
■'  part  of  the  year, 

! Tp;as  quite  a high  i 
,al though  it  was  210 
.infection.  I11  th 
a very  mild  diseas 
./was  confined  to  a 
..for  its  In  a few 
were  of  a much  mor 


6m  the  usual  biannual  epidemic  of  Measles, 
cw  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases. 

of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  .during  the  later 
and  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  there  / 
no i dene e immediately  following  the  Fair  week, 
t possible 'to  trace ’any  common  source  of; 
o'majority  of  cases,  Scarlet  Fever  is  now 
e,  and  admission  to  isolation  hospital 
few  cages  where  special  circumstances  called 
cases,  where  complications  set  in,  i;hG  /latter 
s e r i ous  na  tu  r e t ban  th  q . 0 r i‘  gi nal  di  s eas  e • 


In  addition  to  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases, 
there  was  a;“widecpr cad  outbreak  of  mumps  during  the  ehrlier  months 
Of  the  year* 


i 1 


Di pit h or i a Immun i s a 1 1 0 n 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children 
who  completed  a course  of  immunisation  during- the  year.? 


Ag" d under  5 years 

Aged  5-15  years 

tfot&l 

- 

221 

j . 

; • . • . . / s'; 

5 ; 

* 226 

The  method  of  protection  commonly  in  uqe  is  to  give 
each  child  two  Immunising  injections  at  the  age  gf  one 'year 
and  a third  reinforcing  injection  early  in  sOhooj  life.  The 
reinforcing  injection  is  most ''important,  to  ensure  protection 
during  the  early  school  years  andil'23  such  InjcQtlon  woro 
given  during  the  year*  In  addition  21  children  under  the  age 
of*  one  year  completed  a course,  o'7  immunisation  with  a combined 

cough  vaccine  a. 


year 
diphtheria  i 


na 


/.'no  oping 


lab  or  exiles  is 


There  were  41  cases  of  respiratory  and  7 cases 
non-r espiratory  tuberculosis 
figure  for  respiratory  cases 


of 

notified  during  tho  year.  The 
is  6-  more  than  the  previous  year. 
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' A Mass  Radiography  Unit  provided  by  the. South 

Western  Ragional  Hospital  Board  visited  the  town  in  November 
for  two  weeks.  The  first  week  was  spent  visiting  the  larger 
factories  in  the  area  and  during  the  second  week ‘the  Unit 
was  stationed  at  tho  Health  Centre,  Mount  Street,  and  was 
available  to  the  general  public.  The  response  was  good,  but 
it  is  hoped  that  the  time  will  come  when  all  adults  will  avail 
themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  have  this  examination, 
because  it  is  only  by  Xray-of  lungs  that  early  tuberculosis 
can  be  diagnosed.  Results  of  the  visit  of  the  Radiography 
Unit  are  tabulated  below. 


M 

% 

F ' 

Total 

Total  No.  attended 

2,187 

1,194 

3,381 

Total  No.  recalled 

137 

43 

180 

No.  found  to  havo  Active 
Tuberculosis 

8 

■J  3 

11 

No.  found  to  have  Inactive 
Tuberculosis 

25 

19 

44 

Scabies 


Very  few  cases  have  come  to  the  notice  of  the 
Health  Department  during  the  year. 

Verminous  Conditions 

The  attendances  at  the  Cleansing  Station  are  shown, 
with  the  figures  for  the  previous  year  in  brackets.  It  will 
be  noted  that  tho  great  majority  of  persons* attending  the 
Centre  are  school  children,  and  it  has,  therefore,  been 
decided  to  close  the  Centre  as  soon  as  alternative  arrangements 
for  dealing  with  school  children  have  been  made  by  the  Local 
Education  Authority. 


Numb  er  of 
Individuals 

Attendances 

Adults 

3 (1) 

5 (2) 

Children  of 
school  ago 

, 162  (282) 

504  (749) 

Children  under 

5 years  of  age 

1 (2) 

2 (3) 

Total 

166  (285) 

511  (754) 

Food  and  Brink  Infections 


Food  scarcities,  and  the  groat  increase  in’eommunial 
feeding  which  has  resulted  from  war  time  conditions,  has 
enormously  increased  the  risks  of  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning 
and  this  is  reflected  in  the  frequency  with  which  such 
outbreaks  are  reported  in  the  newspapers.  In  almost  all 
cases  the  casual  organism  is  transmitted  from  man  to  man  by 
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c ontamination  of  prepared  foods  such  as  artificial  cream,  brawn, 
sausages  etc.  ho  matter  how  ideal  are  the  conditions  under 
which  food  is  prepared,  the  prevention  of  food  poisoning  depends 
on  the  food  handlers ' having  a thorough  knowledge  of  how  these 
outbreaks  are  caused,  and  how  they  can  play  their  part  in  always 
carrying  out  the  few  simple  rules  which  are  necessary.  It 
was,  therefore,  deaidod  by  the  Council  to  get  this ‘information  over 
to  the  persons  most  concerned.  Special  pafiphlets,  prepared 
by  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education,  were  distributed  to 
all  premises  where  food  is ‘prepared  or  handled  for  consumption 
by  the  public.  A lecture-demonstration  on  the  oauses  of  food 
poisoning  was  held,  at  the  Health  Centro,  and  a large  and 
representative  gathering  of  those  engaged  in  the  food  handling 
.industry  was  addressed  by  the  Director  of  the  Public  Health 

Laboratory  at.  Taunton,  and  the  lecture  was  very  well  received. 

• ••-•••  .....  , < » 

All  general  medical  practitioners  were  reminded  of 
the  necessity  for  notifying  cases  of  food  poisoning,-  but  no 
such  cases  were  reported.  Nevertheless  the  danger  is 
always  with  us,  and  before  leaving  this  subject  I would 
like  to  stress  the  important  part  which  must  be  played  by 
the  public”  themselves  to  reduce  the  risks  to  which  they  are 
'exposed.  1 We  Will  have  gonfe  a long  way  towards  eliminating 
outbreaks ;when,  for  example,  the  housewife  .will  refuse  food 
which  is  wrapped  in  paper  which  is  separated  from  other  sheets 
by  an  individual  who  licks  his  thumb  or  whd  accomplishes  the 
same  end  by  blowing  on  the  sheets  of  paper,  and  when  the 
customer  will  refuse  a . drink  in  a glass  which  is  obviously  not 
adequately  washed. 

Distribution  of -Meat. 

",  ‘ * 

Considerable  concern  was  felt  by  the  Council  over 
the  manner  by  which  the  Ministry  of  Pood  delivered  meat  to  the 
retailers.  Practices  commonly  observed  could  not  be  tolerated 
by  any  community  with  modern  standards.  Prolonged  and 
repeated  Representations  were  made  to  the  Ministry  and  it  is, 
therefore,' pleasing  to  report  that  improvement  has  taken  place. 
Nevertheless  present  methods  must  only  be  of  a temporary  nature 
and  it  is  necessary  that  permanent  arrangements  be  made.  Tho 
Ministry  'does  not  yet  appear  to  have  decided  upon  future  policy 
and  until  this  is  done  it  is  unlikely  that  meat  distribution  to 
retailers  in  the  town  will  be  entirely  satisfactory. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47. 

This  section  of  the  Act  enables  Local  Authorities 
to  apply  to  Court  for  an  order  to  secure  the  care  6f  personsv/ho 
by  reason  of  infirmity,  old  age  or  other  condition,  are  unable 
to  care  for  themselves  and  are  not  receiving  from  other  people 
proper  care  and  attention,  and  who  are  living  in  insanitary 
conditions.  Pour  cases  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Health  Department,  v/ith  possible  view  to  taking  action  under 
this  section,  but ‘in  all  cases  it  was  possible  to  find  an  * 
amicable  solution,  either  bjr  invoking  the  aid  of  relations, 
home  helps,  district  nurses,  or  by  persuading  the  individual 
voluntarily  to  enter  an  institution. 

Factories  Act.  1937  and  1948 

I - — ■—  - ■—  ■ ■ » » ■»  ■ 

The  following  particulars  indicate  the  action  taken 
under  Part  1 of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


d 
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Number 

Number 

of 

Promises 

* 

' ' ;•  \ 

on 

Register 

Insps • 

Written 
Notic  es 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

4 

/ 

1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  bee 
enforced  by  Local  Authority 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 

\ 67 

12 

(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 

Author  ity  - 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which. 

71 

36 

Section  7.  is  enforced  by 

4 

4 ’ 

4 

the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out  workers1 
premises 

TOTAL 

138 

48 

i 

\ ' . X 

Birtioulars 

'H 

O 

• 

o 

cases  in  which  defects  were 
found 

No.  of  cases 
in  v/hich 

Pound 

Remedied 

Ref  e 
ToJI.M. 
Insp, 

>rred 

By  H*M 
Insp  = 

prosecutions 
w ere 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S«,l) 

3 

3 

1 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

• 

Unreasonable  temperature  ( S • 3 ’ 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage ‘of 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

(c)  Insufficient 

„ 

■ " 

(b;  Unsuitable  or  defective. 

8 

8 

6 

(c  Not  separate  for  sexes. 

1 

Other  offences  against  the 

. . . — ' 

Act  (Not  including  offences 

2 

2 

relating  to  Outwork) 

TOTAL 

CO 

c — ! 

13 

7 

(V) 


nature  of  Work 

No.  of  out- 
workers in 
Aug.  list 
required  by 
Sect. 110(1) 
(c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 

C ounc il 

No.  of 
prosecut- 
ions for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwholesome 
premises 

Prosecutions 

Wearing  apparel 
... - — f&aking ) 

"'52 

\ 1 

i r • : 1 ' 

; ■ 

1 ' / 

- 

- 

• ■'•  SA HI TARY...-  • CIRCUI..3 TANC  ES  OF  THE  AREA  ■ •’ 

.... — lylfater  Supply  \ ■ , 

Regular  bacteriological  examinations  have  been  made 
of  both  the  raw  water  and  the  v/ater  going  into  supply. 

Results  were  as  follows 


Ashford  Reservoir 

Untreated  water:  Five  samples  were  examined,  all 

of  whioh  sTiowed  evidence  of  contamination. 

i ” 

Water  after  treatment:  Ten  samples  were  examined 

and  all  gave  excel  Lent  results.' 


hurl eigh  Reservoir 


Untreated  Wat  err'  Five  samples  'w  ere -examined,  all 
of  which  showed  evidence  of  contamination. 

..Water  after  treatment;  Nine  samples  were  taken  and 
..all-- but"'. one  gave  exc olT emt  r esul t s • 

sJ:  Arrangements  have  been  made  to  ensure  that  all  persons 
working  in'  c.o-nnedtibn  with  the  water  supnly  are  medically 
examined  before  commencing  their  duties.  All  possible. steps  ' 
are  taken  to , exclude , canriers  of  the  enteric  group  of  fevers. 

.;  , • /:  ' ' ' \ \ A'  * • \ * 

Chemical  Analysis'' o!f  the  water  from  both  Reservoirs 
gave  the  following''  results 

(a)  Ashford  Reservoir  l . ; 


Humber  of  Sample 
Physical  Characters 
Reaction 
Total  Solids 
Alkalinity  (as  Ca  C03 ) 
Total  Hardness 


All  results  in 
parts  per 
100,000 


C195 

\ Clear 

■Alkaline  pH  8.0 
\ 84.5 

16.0 
\ 22 .0 


(0; 


1} 

All  results  in 
parts  per 

100, 000 

REMARKS 

| (a)  Permanent 

9.0 

( L ) Temporary 

13.0 

Chlorine  ( in  terms  of  sodium ‘chloride ) 

2.5 

hit regen  as  Saline  and  free  Ammonia 

0.001 

The  sample  is  a 

" " Albuminoid 

0.011 

hard  water  which 

" " Nitrates 

0.12 

contains  a very 

" " Nitrites 

Nil 

small  amount  of 

* 

organic  impurity 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate 

0.1 

probably  of 

(4  hrs . at  80°p . ) 

vegetable  origin 

Poisonous  Metals 

Pree- Carbon  Dioxide 

0.4 

Silica  (Si  0o ) 

Sediment 

None 

Du.rl.Gigh  Reservoir 


All  results  in 
parts  per 
• 100,000 

Number  of  Sample 

C194 

Phy s i c al  Ch  or ac  t .or s 

Clear 

Reaction 

Alkaline  pH  8.0 

Total  Solids 

30.0 

Alkalinity  (as  Ca  Co„) 

3 

16  • 0 

Total  Hardness 

20.0 

• * (a ) Per nanent 

7.0 

('  ) Temporary 

13.0 

Chlorine  (in  terms  of  sodium  chloride) 

4.2 

' .Imogen  as  Saline  and  free  Ammonia 

0.02 

" 11  Albuminoid 

" ” Nitrates 

" " Nitrites 

0.03 

0.16 

0.005 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Pcmanganate 
(4  hrs . at  8 0°p. ) 

0.22 

* * 

Poisonous  Metals 

y 

Tree  Carbon  Dioxide  . 

0.4- 

Silioa  (Si  o3) 

Sediment 

None 

REMARKS 


The  sample  is  a 
hard  water  and 
there  is  evidence 
of  organic 
pollution 
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Daring  the  year  a new  8"  main  was  laid  f rom  * Durleigh 
Road  to  Hanp  to  inprove  the  supply  to  the  latter  area,  and  provide 
for  further  extension  of  the  housing  estate.  Considorxblo 
improvement  at  the  higher  levels  has  been  reported  since  the 

new  main  was  taken  into  use 

* 

2 P Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Consideration  was  given  to  the  provision  of  a 
now  sewer  from  the  River  Parrett  via  SalripnLanc  to  the  Southern 
portion  of  Sydenham  Housing  Estate.  This,  sower  is  to  provide 
for  extension  of  the  housing  estate  hut  it  is  intended  that 
sewage  shall  discharge  untreated  into  the  River  Parrott  a short 
distance  from  the  centre  of  the  town.  It  is  considered  that 
this  is  a most  unsatisfactory  proposal. 

3.  Swimming  Baths 

Supervision  has  been  maintained  over  the  condition 
of  the  water  in  the  swimming  baths.  - Samples  of  the  water 
from  both  baths  have  been  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  have  given  only  fair  results. 

The  existing  method  of  sterilisation  is  extremely 
crude  and  cannot  be  compared  with  the  filtration  and 
chlorination  plants  which  exist  in  modern  swimming  baths. ' 

4.  Housing  - . 


' The  f ollowing  table  shows  the  progress  made  during 
the  year - -T — - 


Rouses  erected 
during  year 

i 

Houses  in  course 
of  erection 

Conversion  to 
flats  or 
dwellings 

Temporary 
such  as 
Army 

Huts  etCi 

Perm. 

Temp. 

Perm. 

Temp. 

Perm. 

Temp. 

ft' 

Local  Authority 

87 

V ’ ' 

.»-*  - 

100 

4 

45  Colley 

Lane 

Private  Enterprise 

12 

- 

. 8 

- 

20 

- 

- 

Total 

99 

- 

108 

t 

24 

- 

- 

Houses  required 


(a)  To  replace  those  unfit  213 

(b)  To  abate  overcrowding  ...  47 

(c ) Where  conditions  are  Unsatisfac tory  e.g.  two  families 

living  in  same  house,  but  not  included  in  (a)  or  (b) 

Total  number  of  applicants  for  Council  Houses  at  the  end 
ox  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...1,322 

Houses  occupied  that  have  been  condemned  as  totally  unfit  7 

5.  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

Details  of  this  work  are  shewn  in  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspectors  report „ 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHINN  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  1949 


TO: 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Bridgwater 
Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1949.  This  report  is  still  of 
necessity  very  curtailed. 

Complaints 

During  the  year  207  complaints  were  received  and  dealt 
with  under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts,  and  in  addition 
there  were  139  complaints  of  rat  infestation.  This  is  a 
considerable  increase  over  the  figures  for  1948. 

In  34  cases  Satutory  Notices  were  served  but  in  no 
instance  was  it  necessary  to  take  legal  proceedings. 


Housing.  % 

265  houses  were  inspected  for  the  purpose  of  having 
housing  defects  remedied,  whilst  32  houses  were  systematically 
inspected  under  the  Housing  Regulations.  No  Demolition  Orders 
were  made,  but  Closing  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  parts  of 
two  buildings. 

The  position  in  regard  to  the  amount  of  labour  and 
materials  available  for  the  repair  of  existing  houses  is 
improving  and  there  -was  again  an  increase  in  the  amount  of 
repair  work  carried  out.  This  is  shown  by  the  schedule  at 
the  end  of  this  report. 

Overcrowding 

9 cases  of  overcroding  were  abated  during  the  year, 
the  same  figure  as  for  1948.  38  new  cases  wore  investigated 

and  the  total  number  of  known  cases  remaining  unabated  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was '45.  No  systematic  inspections  were  carried 
out  during  the  year,  however,  and  the “number  of  actual  cases 
must  be  in  excess  of  the  number  known. 


Verminous  Premises 

The  number  of  houses  found  to  be  verminous  was  20, 
an  increase  on  the  figure  for  1948. 


Meat  and  Poods 

Under  the  Government  Scheme  slaughtering  is  carried 
out  at  Weston-super-Mare,  and,  therefore,  the  only  meat  inspection 
is  that  of  pigs  for  home  consumption,  casualties  and  the 
inspections  of  moat  at  butchers’  shops. 

A large  quantity  of  other  foods  have  been  condemned 
and  in  this  connection  over  300  visits  have  boon  paid  to 
grocers  and  similar  shops.  The  following  is  a list  of  food 
condemncd:- 


Mutt on 
Beef 
Rabbits 
Wot  Pish 


9 lbs. 

2 cwt.  41  lbs. 
26 

12  cwt. 


(id 


Canned  Fish 
Canned  Meat 
Canned  Fruit 
Canned  Vegetables 
• Canned  Soup 
Canned  Milk 
Fish  and _Meat  Paste 
Pickles  and  Sauces 
Bac  on 
Cheese 
Jam 

Pried  Fruit 
Fresh  Fruit 
Sausages 
Redcurrant  Pulp 
Cereal 
Other  Foods 


355  Tins 
273  Tins 
’ 245  Tins 

,211  Tins  /f  ' 

92  Tins 
1,807  Tins 
12  Jars 
118  Jars 

2 Cwt • 7 Stone  3 lbs 
12%  lbs. 

104  lbs. 

- 37  lbs. 

4 Cwt.  3 Stone  6 lbs 
74  Jibs  • 

. '-  7 Cwt.' 

4 Cwt  • 

4 Cwt.  2 Stone 


fairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 

The  number  of  persons  retailing  milk  in  the  Borough 
is  now  29,  whilst  there  are  14  dairies.  This  is  a 
considerable  decrease  on  the  pre-war  figures. 


The  quantity  of  Graded  milk  sold  in  the  Borough  is 
still  increasing,  there  being  8 retailors  selling  Tuberculin 
Tested  milk  and  1 selling  Pasteurised  milk. 


Ice-cream 


The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture 
or  sale  of  ice-cream  is  as  follows  :- 

Registered  for  manufacture  and  sale  12  ' • 

Registered  for  sale  only  32 


TOTAL  44 


The  above. figures  are,  however,  somewhat  misleading 
as  only  in  4 cases  is  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream  being  carried 
out.  There  has  been  a great  increase  in  the  amount  of 
wrapped  ice-cream  sold,  with  a consequent  decrease  in  the 
quantity  of  "loose"  ice-cream. 

65  samples  of  ice-crearn  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  during  the  year  and  these  were 
provisionally  graded  as  follows:- 

Grade  1 19 » Grade  2 17,  Grade  3 14,  Grade  4 15. 

-iruo-  T_Ti?eSe  rosul^s  arG  an  improvement  on  those  obtained 
in  1948,  but  there  are  still  far  too  many  graded  in  classes-'^ 

3 and  4.  . It  must  be.  remembered  that  these  classifications  atre 
on~r^' , e v i s i onal  and  in  my  opinion  the  methods  of  sampling 
and  testing  will  have  to  be  improved  before  the  standard  qan’ 
be  made  legal.  ■ / 

Rats  and  Mice  Pestruction  Act. 

The  systematic  destruction,  of  rats  and  mice  is 
oarned  out  satisfactorily.  There  are  two  fully  trained 
Rodent  Operators  on  the  staff  and  the  system  of  block  control 
is  being  operated.. 

Two  maintenance  treatments  of  tho  sowers  wore 
oarried  out  with  excellent  results. 


Public  Relations 


Several  requests  v/crc  received  during  the  year  for 
talks  and  lectures  to  be  given  to  various  organisations  in  tho 
Borough.  All  these  requests  were  acceded  to  and  it  was  vory 
encouraging  to  note  the’ interest  shown  and  the  questions 
asked  at  these  meetings. 

SUMMARY  • 


Inspections  made  during  tho  year 
General  Sanitation 


Water  Supply  44 
Drainage  152 
Stables  and  Piggeries  13 
Common  Lodging  Houses  2 
Houses  let  in  lodgings  1 
Factories  48 
Rats  and  Mice  36 
Shops  97 
Inns  69 
Swimming  Baths  68 
Public  Convonincces  62 
Smoko  22 
Miscellaneous  65 


Housing 

Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts  265 


Visits  paid  to  the  above  houses  783 
Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts  32 
Visits  paid  to  the  above  houses  49 
Houses  inspected  in  connection  with 

overcrowding  151 
Visits  paid  to  the  above  houses  166 
Verminous  promises  inspected  20 
Visits  paid  to  the  above  promises  22 
Miscellaneous  19 


Infectious  Diseases 

Inquiries  in  eases  of  Infectious  Diseases  21 


Visits  re  disinfection 

Miscellaneous  1 

Moat  and  Food  Inspection 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  67 

Visits  to  Shops  and  Stalls  5 

Visits  to  other  premises  for  moat 

inspection  16 

Visits  to  Butchers  34 

Visits  to  Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  22 

Visits  to  Grocers  165 

Visits  to  Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  3 

Visits  to  Conf ectioncrs  1 

Visits  to  Bakehouses  18 

Visits  to  Fried  Fish  Shops  13 

Visits  to  Cowsheds  20 

Visits  to  Dairies  and  Milkshops  30 

Visits  to  Ice-cream  premises  99 

Visits  to  Restaurants  14 

Visits  to  Food  Preparing  promises  80 

Miscellaneous  38 
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Explosives 


Visits 

Visits 


in  connection  with  explosives  37 

in  connection  with  Petroleum  Spirit  11 


Work  Pone 


Complaints  investigated 
Rat  complaints  investigated 
Choked  Drains  and  Sowers" c'l cared 

Choked  7/as topip.o.s  cleared  • ..1: 

Dr  a ins  r 

Drains  or  Sewers  repaired 
Inspection  chambers  provided 
Defective  water  closets  repaired 
Defective  roofs  repaired 
Defective  windows  repaired' 

Additional  windows  or  ventilators  provided 
Defective  cavesguttors . and  downpipes 

repaired 

Defective  walls  repaired 
Defective  plastering  repaired 
Defective  firegrates  and  ranges  repaired 
coppers  repaired 
doors  repaired, 
chimneys  repaired 
cisterns 


Defective 
Defective 
Dof  ec tivo 
Defective 


flushing 


repaired  or 
renewed 


Flushing  cisterns  provided 
Defective  ceilings  repaired 
Defective  staircases  repaired 
Defective  scullery  troughs  repaired  or 

renewed 

Defective  scullery  wastopipos  repaired 

Defective  floors  repaired 

Defective  yard  paving  repaired 

Dampness  remedied 

Ceilings  whitened 

Rooms  distempered  or  papered 

Ventilated  Pood  Stores  provided 

Overcrowding  abated 

Verminous  premises  cleansed 

Promises  disinfested  from  rats  or  mice 

Premises  cleansed 

Other  nuisances  abated 


207 

139 

20 

2 

"5 

4 

4 

23 

46 

64 

2 

19 

31 

62 

27 

7 

21 

6 

10 

1 

39 
8' 

15. 

4 

41 

4 

12 

36 

40 
1 

■9- 

8 
61 

1 

2 


I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  LM, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
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